Saddleback Valley Trails
South Orange County California Genealogical Society
Vol. 24 No. 3

P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA. 92690

March 2017

Editor: Kathie Mauzey
Monthly meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon at the Main Mission Viejo LDS Church
Building, 27976 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, between Medical Center Drive and Hillcrest Drive. Membership is open to anyone
interested in genealogy. Individual membership fees are $20 per year, joint membership $25. SOCCGS is not affiliated with the LDS Family
History Center.

Membership Renewal
If your newsletter mailing label is highlighted, your membership dues are payable. The renewal date is
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March 18, 2017
“What is Forensic Genealogy?” CSI Meets Roots
Presented by
Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD
Who? What? When? Where? Are these the words of a genealogist researching
his family tree or a forensic scientist solving a mystery? Maybe someone who is both!
You’ll arrive at this talk a genealogist, you will leave a forensic genealogist!
About the speaker:
Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD, is an internationally
recognized forensic genealogist, the founder of Identifiers International. She
has been involved in high profile forensic cases, including the identification of
the Unknown Child on the Titanic, the Amelia Earhart project, and most
recently, the Abraham Lincoln DNA project. She has researched in over 50
countries assisting law enforcement, nonprofits, military organizations, and
others. Colleen is the author of 3 books and countless articles.
Meeting Place: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., 27976 Marguerite Parkway at Hillcrest Dr., behind the
LDS Church, Mission Viejo.
Genealogy Search Tip of the Day http://searchtip.genealogytipoftheday.com
Registry of Deeds Index Project Ireland Posted: 27 Feb 2017
This site contains 225,000 index entries to Irish deeds. In some cases links are available to actual records.
More information at: http://irishdeedsindex.net/index.html
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President’s Message
By Bill Bluett
My wife Helen and I will be traveling to Salt Lake City in late April with other members of our
society. I have been trying to determine what ancestors to focus my research on during the week we are
there. Ironically, I have recently stumbled onto additional information regarding some of my Irish
ancestors who happened to live in the Salt Lake City area in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. I was on
ANCESTRY.COM researching one of my great-grandmother’s brothers whose name is John M. Fallon.
His name came up in the UTAH WILLS AND PROBATE RECORDS, 1800-1985. These files probably came
online within the past year. And, there it was, all 168 pages of his probate record! I couldn’t believe it. The
amount of information on all those pages was priceless. Unfortunately, John died in July of 1889 and the
probate was completed in May of 1890. He was only 43 years of age. His siblings were all listed with their
place of residency indicated in the documents. His personal possessions included: half interest in two
mining operations in the Park City area, half interest in the ownership of the Cullen Hotel billiard room and
saloon, a gold watch and chain, a diamond ring, stud, and collar button, one pair of gold sleeve buttons, and
a horse named “Jimbo”. I’m still sifting through all the documents for other additional information. Also, I
have found numerous historic newspaper articles regarding John Fallon online at the Library of
Congress Historic Newspapers, Utah Digital Newspapers, Genealogy Bank, and
NewspapersArchive.com. As it turned out, he was quite an interesting individual. I am planning on
putting together a timeline of his life and possibly a several page story. While in Salt Lake City in April,
maybe I can locate where he is buried, find where the Cullen Hotel was located, and see if there are any
historic photos of the interior of the old hotel billiard room and saloon.
As I continued searching through the UTAH WILLS AND PROBATE RECORDS, I found John
Fallon’s sister, Margaret Fallon Youngson listed. She was the wife of Bailey Youngson who owned
the Texas House Saloon in Leadville, Colorado, and was involved in a few gunfights that made the
newspapers in the 1880’s. In 1888, Bailey was accused of shooting and killing a Leadville Marshall. He was
later acquitted and by 1890 he and Margaret had relocated to Salt Lake City. It must have been a difficult
family life for the Youngsons with Bailey’s troubling background. The PROBATE RECORDS for Margaret
(or Maggie as she was known) indicated that she died in November of 1898. The probate records consisted
of 32 pages and it appears from her obituary in these documents that she took her own life by poisoning
herself. Life with her husband may not have been a pleasant one. But, one key item in the records indicated
that there was a 16 year old daughter named Hazel. This I never knew! Now, I have another family line to
tract. So, in conclusion, do not overlook any probate records that your ancestors have left behind. They
might contain information you’ve been looking for. Just the two files I have found in Utah opened a huge
door that will help me expand my genealogy research. Check the State you’re researching for existing
PROBATE RECORDS and let us know what you find.
Safari News
~Bill Bluett
The Southern California Genealogical Society Library in Burbank will be our destination on March
22nd. We will leave the LDS Church parking lot at 9:00 A.M. You might bring a lunch with you. If you
don’t, there are a few eateries within a short walking distance. This library has a large book collection as
well as computers and CD’s for researching. Also, this is an excellent location for French-Canadian
research, German research, and many documents regarding Cornwall, England. Also, we may stop at the
Immigrant Genealogical Society Library (which is also in Burbank) for a couple of hours. Hopefully, they
will be able to accommodate us from approximately 4:30 PM until 6:30 PM. Don't forget $$$ for your
driver. There will be plans for dinner on the way home. Contact Bill Bluett to reserve a spot. You can search
the SCGS library catalog before the trip by going to: www.scgsgenealogy.com/catalogMain.htm. You can go
to the Immigrant Library website at: www.immigrantgensoc.org and check them out as well.
Genealogy Search Tip of the Day
California, County Marriages, 1850-1952 posted 17 Feb 2017
FamilySearch is indicating that the following database has been updated:
California, County Marriages, 1850-1952
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1804002?collectionNameFilter=false
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February Meeting
~ Bill Bluett
Our guest speaker for our February monthly meeting was Toni Perrone. Her topic was
Researching Your German Ancestors. Toni presented a wealth of information to our group regarding
where to start your research, understanding the spelling of German names, how to locate the town or
village your ancestor came from, and an abbreviation guide for reading information found in German
books. Also, Toni encouraged our members to visit the IMMIGRANT GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY located in
Burbank. They have a large collection of books, materials, maps, and microfilm with focus on the German
speaking areas of Europe. We thank Toni for an informative presentation. Prior to her program, our
members enjoyed some great refreshments provided by four of our members. Our contributors were:
Judith Bryant, Noel Jensen, Diane Wahrman, and Pat Yocky.
Membership Update
We had 96 members and 4 guests at the February meeting. All guests joined. The 96 equaled the
record set in January 2014, May 2015 and September 2016.
New members:
Karol Benner, San Clemente, e-mail karolbenner@cox.net – searching Charles Fraine, 18451928; Clementine Peticoline b. 1852/53, both from Ranrupt, Alsace France; Louis Peticoline and
Clementine Friche, parents of Clementine.
Beverly Bogert, Laguna Woods, e-mail bcbogert23@yahoo.com - searching for John H. Bogert
1859-1919, Bronx, NY; Barbara Richter, 1871-1961 Bronx NY (wife of John); Viola M. Finnie 18981974 Bronx NY. (married name Bogert)
Lynn Machen, Laguna Niguel & Eureka, CA, e-mail lynnmachen@gmail.com – searching for
Robert Montgomery b.1883, Crawfordsville, OR, d.1957 Reno, NV; 21 Nov 1919 married Opal
Etchison in Washington DC.
Grace Schreiner, Rancho Santa Margarita, e-mail gracesview@hotmail.com
New Membership Chairperson
~Bill Bluett
I am pleased to announce that Sue Naegeli has accepted this position and will now be handling the
Membership rolls for SOCCGS. She has been a very active member of our society. Last year, Sue replaced
Mary Jo McQueen (who has relocated to Ogden, Utah) as the coordinator of the first Friday of the month
Genealogy Research Special Interest Group. Also, she has attended many of our safari trips in the past. We
wecome Sue as a new "board member" and thank her for making this commitment. Also, we thank Jack
Naylor for the years of diligent work and service he has put in to keep our records up to date. Of course, we
have all enjoyed his approach when introducing our monthly meeting guests and new members. I really
believe his humor helped to relax folks when approached. Now, Jack can take a break while Sue takes over
the reins.
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DATE OF MAY SOCCGS MEETING
At the request of the LDS Church, we have rescheduled our May meeting. We will meet for our
May meeting only, on MAY 13th, the second Saturday. Our speaker will be our own Francie
Kennedy.
Genealogy Tip of the Day http://genealogytipoftheday.com
Where was the Deed Acknowledged? Posted 13 Feb 2017
When heirs are selling property after a death, always look to see where the deed was acknowledged. The
deed will have to be recorded in the county in which the property was located, but heirs may acknowledge
the deed before a local official where they live. That local official will indicate the location in which he was
authorized to act as a notary, justice of the peace, etc. That location can help you to determine where the
person was living at the time the deed was acknowledged, even if the deed itself does provide any
residential information on the grantors.
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2017 Salt Lake City Trip Update
~David Flint
Last chance for reservations for the 2017 Salt Lake City trip. We have a few rooms available for our
week at the Family history Library April 23-30. Reservations will remain open only until our March
meeting, and will close after March 18. We currently have 34 people registered for this year’s trip, with
room for a few more. The trip includes seven nights at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel, right next door to the
Family history Library. Full payment must accompany any new reservation. The costs for this year’s trip are
listed below:
Double Occupancy: Standard Room - $475 per person; Deluxe Room - $525 per person
Single Occupancy: Standard Room - $800 per person; Deluxe Room - $875 per person
Additional reservations will be accepted only for the next couple of weeks. Full details about the
trip, including a reservation form, are posted on the SOCCGS website. Check the website for additional
information. If you have any questions, please contact David Flint davidflint@cox.net. Don’t delay – this is
the final month for reservations.
Information Meetings Scheduled for 2017 Salt Lake City Trip
~David Flint
Information meetings are scheduled soon for our members registered for the 2017 Salt Lake City
trip. These meetings are intended to help those in the trip group get prepared before leaving home,
including developing a research plan for their work in the Family History Library when they arrive.
If you are registered for the trip and want to get yourself ready, you can attend the meetings on
March 6, March 20, and April 3. The first two sessions are general information meetings, and the third
meeting is a workshop to develop your research plan. All meetings are on a Monday 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the
Saddleback Room at the Mission Viejo City Hall. Anyone is welcome to attend. Come and learn more about
the trip, and you are welcome to bring family or friends who would like to know what you will be doing in
Salt Lake City. If you have any questions, please contact David Flint davidflint@cox.net.
My Genealogy Surprises
~Michelle Cahill
Surprise #1: My nephew Sean and I often talked about exploring our genealogy. In 2001, he posted a
request on Genforum for any information on my grandmother (father’s side), Mary Wardner Cahill,
originating from New Hampshire. Several months later we received a reply from a Wardner relative who
told us of the Wardner Family Association. They listed my grandmother as having four children—she
ultimately had nine. We learned we had over 1700 Wardner relatives whose ancestry had been documented
in a tome the size of a phone book! Unfortunately, the “book” is not digitized. At that time, it was typed on a
typewriter by a since deceased, diligent older relative. Copies were available for purchase at that time, so I
do have one. I think the information is currently “stuck” with no one having the time to digitize it, or update
it, though a couple of us talked about that need a while back.
Surprise #2: My father’s Army Air Corps brothers, Tom Cahill and Jack Cahill, were killed in
action on bombing missions in Europe a few weeks apart near the end of World War II. As was common in
many families, painful details of such losses didn’t filter down, and our history became fragmented. My
brother, my cousins and I knew little about these boys and always assumed we would learn nothing further.
In 2012 we found over 500 pages of letters they wrote to their mother during the war. Seventy years after
they died, I finally “met” my uncles. The letters also explained a vague sadness I always sensed and helped
me to understand the trauma of their loss that had trickled from their generation to mine. To weave our
family back together in my mind, I compiled their letters in a book, Dear Mom: A Family Finds Its Past in
World War II Letters Home. email mcahill79@comline.com.
Genealogy Search Tip of the Day
Seeking Michigan Has Michigan Deaths 1897-1952 posted 20 Feb 2017
Seeking Michigan has death record indexes (including images of many records) from 1897-1952.
http://seekingmichigan.org/discover/death-records-1897-1920
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QUERIES
Subj: Photo of WW II soldiers
Seeking suggestions on where to post a photo of unidentified WWII soldiers (except for my father). It’s on
my blog – https://tinyurl.com/ztjx669. The WWII-related Facebook groups don’t seem appropriate.
Please send suggestions to me Denise Hibsch Richmond – email denisedigsroots@yahoo.com
Members can send queries by email to SOCCGSNL@att.net, please type “SOCCGS Query” in subject line.
See the December 2016 Saddleback Valley Trails for guidelines.
Query Update
Patti Liebenow submitted a query in January 2017. She did receive a response to her Query:
“I haven’t had any success with the marriage record I was searching for, but Herb Abrams sent me a copy
of the Saline County Marriage Records 1851-1869. He found it on FamilySearch.org and downloaded it and
e-mailed it to me. This is where I was pretty sure William Kennedy and Lizzie Parks married about 1855.
Now I can rule out Saline County and look elsewhere.”
Also from Patti Liebenow: Judy G. Russell announced a new Oklahoma index site that launched on
January 9th: Ok2Explore is a free searchable index of births and deaths that occurred in the state of
Oklahoma. Included is limited information on births occurring more than 20 years ago and deaths
occurring more than 5 years ago. Visitors to the site may search the index using any combination of the
subject’s name, date of event (birth or death), county of event, and sex of the subject.
OK2Explore.health.ok.gov
NSDCGS Spring Seminar 2017
Saturday April 29, 2017, 8:45am – 3:30pm
Road Map to Your Elusive Ancestors will be presented by James Tanner, Genealogy’s Star blogger,
BYU instructor and retired attorney.
1) Researching in Depth (Hard-to-Find Ancestors)
2) Record Hints: How to Use Them (FamilySearch, Ancestry.com)
3) Land and Property Ownership for Genealogists
4) Digging Deeper into Maps and Mapping Programs
The seminar will be held at the Woman’s Club of Carlsbad, 3320 Monroe Street, Carlsbad, CA.
Registration is $30 for NSDCGS members, $40 for non-members. Information http://nsdcgs.org
March Free Webinars
Legacy is presenting several free webinars in March:
Mar 1 – Apprentices, Indentures Servants, and Redemptioners-White Slavery in America – Peggy Clemens
Lauritzen
Mar 8 – 50 Websites Every Genealogist Should Know – Gena Philibert-Ortega
Mar 10 – Home on the Range: Kansas Research Tips – Carl Taplin
Mar 15 – Why Are Irish Records So Weird? – John Grenham
Mar 21 – Are You My Grandpa? Men of the Same Name – Rebecca Whitman Koford
Mar 22 – Picture This: Images You Can Freely Use – Judy G. Russell
Mar 29 – Introduction to Quaker Genealogy Research – Craig Scott
Apr 5 – Preserve, Share and Search Your Digital Pictures with Google Photos – Geoff Rasmussen
Register at www.familytreewebinars.com If you miss the live Legacy webinar, recordings are in the
archives and free to watch for the first 7 days after the broadcast.
Southern California Genealogical Society:
Mar 4 – Family Browse: Finding Unindexed Records on FamilySearch – Mary Kircher Roddy
Mar 15 – Get Excited About Your Pre-1870 African-American Research – Diane L. Richard
Apr 1 – Finding Scottish Ancestors Online – Nancy E. Loe
Register at www.scgsgenealogy.com, click on Programs and Webinars.
Illinois Genealogical Society (ISGS)
Mar 14 – Nurse, Matrons, Laundresses & Cooks Documenting Woman in the Civil War - Angela WaltonRaji
Registration: http://ilgensoc.org
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SOCCGS Research Center
A subscription to Family Tree Magazine was donated by SOCCGS member Bob Lozano. The current
issue is available at the docent desk in the Research Center at the Mission Viejo Library.
SOCCGS Research Assistance
If you need help in a particular area of your research, the following SOCCGS members are available
to assist in their “Area of Interest.” Please contact the SOCCGS member for assistance.
Area of Interest

Name

Contact Information

Azores Islands

Pat Nostrome

cnsport@aol.com

Census

Kathie Mauzey

famhistory@juno.com

Cornwall, England + Ireland

Bill Bluett

billbluett@cox.net

Czech Republic

Jo Ann Jones

joannjones35@gmail.com

Daughters of the American Revolution

Bunny Smith

leonbuny@pacbell.net

England

David Flint

davidflint@cox.net

French Canadian

Pat Weeks

dppatty@cox.net

Germany, Ukraine

Gary Schwarz

gary_Schwarz@sbcglobal.net

Jewish, Hungary, Chicago

Marlene Elster

m_elster@cox.net

North Carolina, Lost Colony

Arlene O'Donnell

silkberry@aol.com

Poland

Janima Rezler

inkarez@gmail.com

Sons of the American Revolution

Leon Smith

leonbuny@pacbell.net

Slovakia

Tina Murtha

tmurtha@cox.net

South Carolina

Herb Abrams

hvabrams@cox.net

Virginia - early

Bob Reilly

bcrof78@cox.net

Native American

Cheryl Lyman

clyman44@cox.net

Hispanic

Bob Lozano

rboblozano@cox.net

Future Genealogy Events
Mar 3, 2017, 10-12:00 – Sue Naegeli - Genealogy Research SIG – Saddleback Room, MV City Hall
Mar 4, 2017, 8:00-3:30, OCCGS Bash – with CeCe Moore, Huntington Beach Library, www.occgs.com
Mar 11. 2017, 8:00-3:30 - Desert Genealogy Clubs Present Crista Cowan, The Barefoot Genealogist. For
info and registration: gf797af@verizon.net
Mar 13, 2017, 10-12:00-David Flint - England SIG - Saddleback Room, MV City Hall
Mar 14, 2017, 9-11:00 – NSDCGS Computer Group – Randy Seaver - Using FamilySearch Digital
Microfilm to Find Genealogical Records. Carlsbad City Council Chambers www.nsdcgs.org
Mar 15 2017, 10-12:00-Gary Schwarz – German SIG – Bill Price Rm, MV Library
Mar 16, 2017, 10-12:00-Arlene O’Donnell - Beginning Genealogy Class – Bill Price Rm, MV Library
Mar 16, 2017, 10:00-12:00 New Time-David Flint - Legacy Users Group - Sadlbk Rm. MV City Hall
Mar 17, 2017, 10-12:00-Myrna Hamid - Ireland SIG – LDS Church Bldg, Relief Society Room
Mar 18, 2017, 8:00-3:30, Hemet-San Jacinto Gen Soc. Seminar – “Put the Puzzle Together” with
Linda Serna & Gena Philibert-Ortega, City of Hemet Library, for info http://www.hsjgs.org/
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Future Events (continued)
Mar 26, 2017, 1:30-3:30 – OCJGS - Michelle Sandler “I Would Love to Find My Great Grandfather But
Don’t know Where to Start” For information www.ocjgs.org
Mar 28, 2017 -10-12:00-Jim Thordahl - Writing Family History Stories - Sadlbk Rm., MV City Hall
Mar 28, 2017 9:30 – NSDCGS – Debby Warner Anderson – “Carrie’s Letters: Bringing Ancestral Letters
to Life.” www.nsdcgs.org
Apr 7, 2017, 10-12:00 – Sue Naegeli - Genealogy Research SIG – Saddleback Room, MV City Hall
Apr 29, 2017, 8:45-3:30 – NSDCGS Spring Seminar, www.nsdcgs.org
May 10-13, National Genealogical Society Conference – Raleigh NC www.ngsgenealogy.org
Jun 9-11, 2017 – Genealogy Jamboree, Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel, Burbank, CA
Link: http://genealogyjamboree.com/
SOCCGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President - Bill Bluett <billbluett@cox.net>
Vice President/Program Chairman – Arlene O’Donnell <silkberry@aol.com>
Past President – David <davidflint@cox.net>
Recording Secretary – Pat Weeks < dppatty@cox.net >
Corresponding Secretary - Marilyn Kowalski <MA_Kowalski@sbcglobal.net>
Treasurer – David Flint <davidflint@cox.net>
Historian – Cheryl Lyman <clyman44@cox.net>
Hospitality - Barbara Heebner <bheebner@cox.net>
Sharon Keener <slkeener@yahoo.com >
Co-Librarians - Bunny Smith < leonbuny@pacbell.net>
Judy Davin <judydav@aol.com>
Membership – Sue Naegeli <swissmiss92688@yahoo.com>
Newsletter Editor – Kathie Mauzey <SOCCGSNL@att.net>
Parliamentarian – Vacant
Webmaster - Herb Abrams <hvabrams@cox.net>
Gary Schwarz < gary_schwarz@sbcglobal.net >
Publicity – Gayle Meldau <gmeldau@cox.net>
Seminar & Safari Chairman - Bill Bluett <billbluett@cox.net>
Ways & Means – Vacant
Extra Classes Coordinator – Patti Liebenow <pbashor@hotmail.com>
Activity Calendar – Pam Steube <mzpam@cox.net>

SOCCGS Website: www.soccgs.org
SOCCGS Research Center, located at the
Mission Viejo Library, Marguerite Parkway at La Paz, (949) 470-8498
SOCCGS E-mail: cmvgs@netzero.net

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Membership/Renewal Application
( ) New
( ) Renewal

1 Year:

( ) Individual, $20.00

( ) Joint Membership at same address, $25.00

Membership Number______________________

Date __________________

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _______________ Phone __________________
E-mail Address __________________________________________ Make Check payable to: SOCCGS
Mail with application to: SOCCGS, P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA 92690-4513
I do not wish to share my personal information with other members.
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