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Saddleback Valley Trails 
 South Orange County California Genealogical Society  

Vol. 26 No. 1                                                                P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA. 92690                                          January 2019 

Editor: Kathie Mauzey 
Monthly meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to Noon at the Main Mission Viejo LDS Church Building, 

27976 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, between Medical Center Drive and Hillcrest Drive. Membership is open to anyone interested in 

genealogy. Individual membership fees are $20 per year, joint membership $25.  SOCCGS is not affiliated with the LDS Family History Center. 

 

January 19, 2019 
 

“Mapping our Ancestors” 
 

Presented by: Francie Kennedy 
 

 Maps are vital for understanding the time and place our ancestors lived, 

the geographic and political influences on their lives and the records they left.  

A treasure trove of historic maps is now available online, and Francie Kennedy 

will demonstrate some of the key map collections and the best search strategies 

for finding other historical maps. Filled with images, this talk includes intriguing 

examples of the many types of maps useful to genealogists, including geopolitical 

by era, cadastral and plat maps, topographic, transportation, bird’s-eye view and 

fire insurance maps. Francie gives tips for online exploration of major collections 

using Cyndi’s List, Google, and links found at universities and major research 

libraries. She will also share a brief introduction to making your own map using 

Google My Maps, which can be used on its own or exported to Google Earth for 

additional layering. 
 

 About the speaker:  Francie Kennedy is passionate about microhistory, and 

inordinately fond of maps and old county histories. Francie believes that the 

study of the past through the fascinating lens of genealogy can bring us a new 

sense of our own place within the world. A member of the Association of 

Professional Genealogists, she speaks to genealogical societies on topics ranging 

from Google to geography. Francie attended Pomona College in Claremont, CA. 
 

Meeting Place: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Mission Viejo LDS Church, 27976 Marguerite Parkway at 

Hillcrest Dr.  Enter at the rear of the building. 
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President’s Message 
By Francie Kennedy 

 

Position Yourself for Serendipity 
  

 Some of our discoveries are made unexpectedly, when books fall off the shelf in front of us, 

and gravestones trip us up to show us the surname we have been searching for. Other discoveries 

are the result of years of methodical searches, paying careful attention to details.  We put ourselves 

on the path of all of these discoveries by maintaining both our attitude of open-ended inquiry and 

the belief that the answer lies out there.  We can help both serendipity and the more usual forms of 

research occur by simply showing up, doing the next indicated thing, being in the right place at the 

right time, and allowing the discoveries to unfold.  

 

 In 2019, SOCCGS will host ten monthly speakers, a full-day seminar, plus many mini classes, 

fourth Friday classes, and numerous special interest group meetings. Every one of these events is 

an opportunity to catch some serendipity! Even if the topic or title doesn’t seem to relate to your 

research, come anyway! You’ll be exposed to other people’s research, methods, and sources, which 

will inform and illuminate your own research either directly or indirectly. I am often delighted to 

notice that attending a talk on a seemingly unrelated topic energizes me with a new idea to check, a 

new website or resource or method to try.  Hearing about someone else’s search path always inspires 

me and reinvigorates my efforts. An approach taken by another genealogist to solve a problem or 

answer a question can often be applied to my own research. 

 

 Sometimes serendipity shows up in conversations with other SOCCGS members in the 

hallway, over snacks, or during our brick wall sharing time. We may connect with another researcher 

working in the same geographic area.  Some of us have even found cousins in the group! Simply 

talking about genealogy resources and methodology is beneficial, as we explore insights into aspects 

of this shared interest and passion. I am amazed and delighted by the perseverance of genealogists, 

and when I hear about searches that have taken years and suddenly end with a breakthrough, I can 

return to my own searches with renewed conviction that eventually I will get some answers.  

 

 Enjoy everything SOCCGS has to offer! Being open to finding answers to our genealogical 

questions includes learning and discovering new things, and simply keeping an open mind. Please 

come to every meeting that you can this year! Serendipity is waiting for you. 

Safari News 
~Bill Bluett 

 

 The Cole Library in Carlsbad is our destination for the safari on January 23rd. We will leave 
the LDS parking lot at 9:00 a.m. This library has one of the finest genealogy collections in Southern 
California. They have a huge book collection, periodical collection, microfilm, microfiche, and 
computers. Preparation is the key to making any research trip successful. It might be wise for you 
to do some planning in advance by using their library online catalogue at: 
http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/depts/library/default.asp  and set your genealogy research in 
motion. You may bring a lunch or be prepared to drive a short distance to a local eatery. There are 
no plans for dinner on the way home. Contact Bill Bluett to reserve a spot. 
 

NOTE:  Reminder - Our February Safari to the Los Angeles Public Library will be 
Saturday the 23rd. This is a change in venue. So, keep that in mind when planning your 
“safari time” next month.  

 

http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/depts/library/default.asp
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December Holiday Meeting and Brunch 
~Bill Bluett 

 

 Approximately 78 folks attended our annual holiday gathering and enjoyed hot cider, meat 

and eggplant lasagna, bread, and salad. Our meal was again catered by “Fratello’s Italian Grille” 

in San Clemente. Servers in the kitchen were Barbara Heebner, Sharon Keener, Bunny 

Smith with Marilyn Kowalski, Diane Wahrman, and Roxanne Burg assisting in setting up 

the dessert and display tables located in the gymnasium. A wonderful assortment of desserts was 

provided by your Board of Directors. Many members brought canned goods to be delivered to the 

South County Outreach Food Bank. Also, there were monetary donations that totaled $135!  

Thank you all for your contributions. We would like to thank Melissa Cottrell for getting these 

items to the food bank. We did have a few items on display for folks to look at including scrapbooks 

and our Society Historian Books. We thank those who brought items to share and display with our 

group. Prior to all the activities and brunch, I hosted a brief General Meeting which included Judy 

Davin honoring our library docents by indicating how many overall hours our docents served in 

2018 – 2,409 hours.  Thank you, docents, for your service! A few other miscellaneous “business 

items” were then presented. Next, our Parliamentarian Bunny Smith, installed our new Board 

Officers for years 2019-2020. They all received a nice round of applause from our membership. The 

final item on the agenda was a raffle presented by Sue Naegeli. A MyHeritage DNA Kit was 

given away and the winner was Sharon Keener. Congratulations, Sharon! Lastly, I have to say it 

was a most enjoyable holiday gathering. We thank all who helped “set up”, “decorate”, and later 

“take down” all the tables and chairs for our holiday event. With that, I hope that you all had a most 

enjoyable Christmas as we now look forward to an exciting “New Year.” Hope to see each of you at 

our January 19th meeting. 

SOCCGS Special Interest Groups (SIG) 
January Schedule 

 

 Genealogy Research – January 4, 10-12pm, Saddleback Room 
 England Research – No meeting  
 German Research – January 16, 10-12pm– Bill Price Room, Mission Viejo Library 
 Beginning Genealogy (By Reservation only) – January 17, 10-12pm – Bill Price Room 
 Legacy Users Group – No meeting 
 Ireland/Scotland – January 18, 10-12pm – change of location January only.  
 Meet  outside the library by 10:00 am.  Our group will walk in together to the Research 
 Center before the library opens. 
 Writing Family Stories – January 22, 10-12pm, Saddleback Room 
 

Membership 
~Sue Naegeli 

 

 Well, this will be my final stats update for the year.  I think we will all agree that it has been 
a successful one and we certainly topped it off by stuffing ourselves at the holiday luncheon.  It was 
nice to visit with friends and other members whom we may not have seen in a while. 

 

Total lunch attendance 76 .  Total  Membership is 317 
 

We’ve had no new members join since the November meeting and we had no guests at the luncheon. 
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Salt Lake City Trip Update – Time is Running Out 
By David Flint 

 

Our early dates for the 2019 Salt Lake City trip are approaching, and we will be there March 
3-10. We still have a room available in our allocation of rooms at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel. However, 
the time for reservations will end soon. I must notify the hotel of our final room list by end of this 
month. Therefore, if you are interested in reserving the one Deluxe room that’s available, I need to 
hear from you right away. (The rate is $525 per person, Double occupancy; $875 for Single 
occupancy, for seven nights. See other details for the trip posted on our website. If you have any 
questions, or want to hold the room, please contact me directly davidflint@cox.net . 

Plans are underway for our information meetings about the 2019 trip. I was waiting for the 
holidays to pass so that we can focus on our trip. We are in the process of booking a meeting room 
for two meetings later this month. As soon as the rooms are booked, I will announce the dates, times 
and locations of those meeting. If you have a room reservation for the 2019 trip, you will receive a 
direct notice via email from me. Please be on the lookout for the meeting information. Best wishes 
to everyone for a Happy New Year! 

 
2019 – 2020 SOCCGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President – Francie Kennedy writefrancie@gmail.com 
 

Vice President/Program Chairman – Arlene O’Donnell silkberry@aol.com  
 

Recording Secretary – Marilyn Sato grettamac1@aol.com  
 

Corresponding Secretary - Roxanne Burg   msinfo@aol.com  
 

Treasurer – Bill Bluett  billbluett@cox.net 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

Historian –Cheryl Lyman  lymanc72@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality - Barbara Heebner  bheebner@cox.net 
 Sharon Keener  slkeener@yahoo.com 
 Diane Wahrman  dwahrman1@cox.net 

 

Librarian – Judy Davin  judydav@aol.com  
 

Membership –Sue Naegeli  swissmiss92688@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor –Kathie Mauzey  SOCCGSNL@att.net 
 

Parliamentarian – David Flint  davidflint@cox.net  
 

Webmaster – Harry Hansen (contact through Francie) 
 

Publicity –Gayle Meldau  gmeldau@cox.net 
 

Seminar - Arlene O’Donnell  silkberry@aol.com 
 

Safari Chairman - Bill Bluett  billbluett@cox.net 
 

Ways & Means –Donna Rathman  drathman@cox.net 
 

Mini and 4th Friday Classes Coordinator –Melissa Cottrell  melissa99@cox.net 

 

Activity Calendar – Pending 
 
Many thanks to our outgoing board members:  
Pat Weeks, Gary Schwarz, Bunny Smith, Marilyn Kowalski 

mailto:davidflint@cox.net
mailto:writefrancie@gmail.com
mailto:silkberry@aol.com
mailto:grettamac1@aol.com
mailto:msinfo@aol.com
mailto:billbluett@cox.net
mailto:lymanc72@gmail.com
mailto:bheebner@cox.net
mailto:slkeener@yahoo.com
mailto:dwahrman1@cox.net
mailto:judydav@aol.com
mailto:swissmiss92688@yahoo.com
mailto:SOCCGSNL@att.net
mailto:davidflint@cox.net
mailto:gmeldau@cox.net
mailto:silkberry@aol.com
mailto:billbluett@cox.net
mailto:drathman@cox.net
mailto:melissa99@cox.net
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December 2018 Holiday Luncheon 

 

                 
    

                 
Bunny Smith, Parliamentarian – Administering 

Oath of Office to 2019-2020 Board 

 

    

2019-2020 Elected Officers 

President – Francie Kennedy 

Vice President – Arlene O’Donnell 

Recording Secretary – Marilyn Sato 

Corresponding Secretary – Roxanne Burg 

Treasurer – Bill Bluett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD DRIVE 
 

         
     Melissa Cottrell   Marilyn Kowalski                  Items collected for Food Bank 
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SOCCGS Research Center 
~Judy Davin 

 

 Visit the SOCCGS Research Center at the Mission Viejo Library and take advantage of our 
computer programs and resources.  New books on the docent desk:  Bringing Your Family 
History to Life through Social History by Katherine Scott Sturdevant; Discovering Your 
Female Ancestors by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack; American Naturalization Records 1790-
1990 by John J. Newman 
 

              
 

NOTE: The Mission Viejo Library will be closed Monday, January 21st, for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 
 

Whittier Area Genealogical Society Annual Seminar 
Saturday, January 26, 2019, 9:00 am – 4:00pm 

 

Speaker:  John Philip Colletta, Ph.D. is one of America’s most popular, genealogical lecturers.   
Info and Registration Form on Page 13-14        www.WAGSWhittier.org 

 

(Editor’s Note:  Our SOCCGS seminar last year with John Colletta had 4 different topics.)  
 

Palm Springs Genealogical Society 
Decoding Your DNA Seminar 

Saturday, February 23, 2019, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 

Speaker:  Blaine Bettinger, Ph.D., J.D. is a professional genealogist specializing in DNA 
evidence.  In 2007, he started the Genetic Genealogist, one of the earliest blogs on the topic 
(www.thegeneticgenealogist.com).   
Seating is limited to first 144 registrants.  For information:  (760) 285-4728 
Registration Form on page 15-16 

OCCGS 
GENEALOGY BASH 

Saturday, March 9, 2019, 8:00 to 3:30 pm 
  

Speaker:  Crista Cowen “The Barefoot Genealogist” will be presenting four exciting topics: 
• DNA and Ancestry – How to Utilize it 

• Ancestry Search Tips and Tricks 

• Finding and Sharing the Stories in Your Family Tree 

• Introduction to the Genealogical Professional Standards 

Book Faire – OCCGS sells books at bargain prices once a year, and this is the time.  Come and build 
your personal library.  There is NO fee to visit the Book Faire. 
Registration by March 3rd   For information and online registration www.occgs.com.   
Registration form on page 17-18 

http://www.wagswhittier.org/
http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/
http://www.occgs.com/
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IN MEMORY OF ED REARDON 
 

 Ed Reardon joined the Irish SIG at it’s very start and he was one of the groups 
most loyal supporters.  He volunteered to create and present a series of talks 
on Irish history that greatly enhanced our understanding of our Irish 
ancestors. He even arranged for his friend. Ruth Kurisu, to re-enact the life of 
Grace O’Malley, the Pirate Queen, for one of our meetings. 
 

His knowledge of Ireland and genealogy was extensive. He was an avid reader 
and had impressive research skills. He was always willing to share his 
knowledge. 
 

Ed has passed on but his gifts to the Irish SIG and our society continue.  His 
collection of Irish books and DVDs have been donated to us so that current and future researchers 
can benefit from them. 
 

It will be hard to forget someone who gave us all so much to remember. Rest in Peace, Ed! 

 
From Our Members 

 

Pat Weeks had many requests for her dessert recipe at the December holiday luncheon.  She is 
sharing her recipe. 

Better than Robert Redford 
Servings 16 – if using a 13x9.  I used a 10x6 which yielded 10 nice sized  servings. 
1 C flour 
1 C coarsely chopped walnuts 
½ C (1 stick) unsalted butter 
1 8 oz pkg cream cheese, softened 
1 C confectioner’sugar 
1 8 oz container frozen whipped topping 
4 C milk 
1 large box instant vanilla pudding 
1  large box instant chocolate pudding 
Chopped nuts for topping 
Shaved chocolate (for looks only )  (I used a Hershey’s chocolate bar – still have 90% of the bar left 
over!!) 
 

1.  Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Coat dish with nonstick cooking spray. 
2.  Mix flour, 1 C  walnuts and melted butter.  Pat into dish 
3.  Bake at 350 degrees for 15 minutes.  Cool 
4.  Beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth.  Fold in half of the whipped topping. Spread over 
cooled crust. 
5.  Prepare vanilla pudding using 2 cups milk.  Spread over cream cheese layer. 
6.  Prepare chocolate pudding using 2 cups milk.   Spread over vanilla layer. 
7.  Spread remaining whipped topping over pudding. 
8.  Refrigerate at least 2 hours, or overnight. 
9.  Sprinkle with nuts and chocolate curls.   Cut into squares. 

 
(FYI - found something as good, and much easier.  Have you tried the Trader Joe's  boxed maple 
pecan shortbread bars - DEE-licious!.  The box has everything but the egg and the butter.)    Pat 
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From December Newsletter 
“Christmas 1949” 
One of our Board members sent this cute baby picture.  Can you guess 
who this is? 
 
At the December holiday luncheon we revealed that this picture is 
Arlene O’Donnell. 
 

 

 

 

Donna Rathman – At the December 14th England SIG, David Flint 
provided English Christmas fare with his homemade scones and jam 

-  YUM! 
 

 
January Free Webinars 

Legacy  
Jan 1 – 5pm – Researching in Australian Archives – Helen Smith 
Jan 2 – 11am – DNA Rights and Wrongs: The Ethical Side of Testing – Judy G. Russell 
Jan 9 – 5pm – Maintaining an Organized Computer – Cyndie Ingle    
Jan 15 – 5pm – Visualizing Information for Genealogists - Margaret R. Fortier 
Jan 16 – 5pm – What Would You Do if You Had Five Days in Washington DC? – Pamela Boyer  
Jan 23 – 11am – Using OneNote with your Genealogy - Teresa Keough  
Jan 25 – 11am – Patriot or Not? Using the Genealogical Proof Standard on a Closed DAR Line – 
Elissa Scalise Powell   
Jan 30 – 11am – You Can Do This: Photo Organization and Preservation - Thomas MacEntee 
Feb 5 – 5pm – Six Feet Under Down Under – Cemetery records in Australia – Jill Ball 
Register at www.familytreewebinars.com   If you miss the live Legacy webinar, recordings are in 
the archives and free to watch for the first 7 days after the broadcast. 
 

Southern California Genealogical Society: 
Jan 5 – 10am – Make Those Skeletons Dance: Exploring Your Family’s Dark Side – Lisa Alzo 
Jan 16 – 6pm – Pandemics & Epidemics: Issues of Politics, Economy, and Religion - Jean 
Wilcox Hibben 
Feb 2 – 10am – Looks Like We’re Cousins - Tips for Genetic Genealogy Collaboration – Paul 
Woodbury 
Register at www.scgsgenealogy.com  click on Programs and Webinars 
 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 
Jan 17 – 12pm – Preserving Your Family Treasures – Todd Pattison, NEHGS Conservator 
Register at www.americanancestors.org  (under Learn then Online Events) 
 

Illinois Genealogical Society  
Jan 8 – 6pm – Hidden Gems in the FamilySearch Wiki – Peggy Clemens Lauritzen 
Registration:  http://ilgensoc.org 

 

http://www.familytreewebinars.com/
http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://ilgensoc.org/
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FROM SEARCH … TO STORY 
(Oscar Glenn Potter) 

By Linda Kidde     
 

 Two tall, white headstones stood at the edge of the cemetery plot.  A gravel road guided 
visitors to the graves belonging to my uncles, who died in war a century ago. That’s all I knew about 
them. Too young to wonder, I      ignored their unspoken plea:  

Search for us…we have a Story to tell. 
 For many years, the history behind those headstones remained silent, becoming almost lost 
and forgotten. When finally I decided to begin the Search, I realized there was a Story to tell. The 
task resembled a 1000-piece jigsaw puzzle. My emphasis was on finding and following two men in 
the midst of a world war. Piece by piece, the puzzle came together. 
 For each uncle, I submitted requests pertaining to their military records, using Standard 
Form 180 (obtained through Google).  Since I was seeking World War l information, I mailed the 
forms to the National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri. My interest involved the year 
1918, when my uncles were sent to France.  After about four weeks, disappointing response letters 
from Archive Technicians arrived. The letters indicated that a fire in 1973 had destroyed most 
military records for 1912 through 1959 at the St. Louis location. It seemed the year 1918 had 
disappeared into ashes.  
  I took my Search elsewhere, to the state level.  I phoned the South Dakota National Guard 
Records Management Department. The historian found on file a 3” x 5” typewritten card for each 
uncle. I asked for copies of the cards, which listed names of military organizations, assignments, 
transfers and dates.  With this specific information, I began tracing locations of my uncles in 1918.  
 One uncle, Carl, died from Spanish Influenza soon after arriving in France, so he was easy to 
find. Movement of the other uncle, Oscar, was more difficult to track. 
 I studied the assignment details typed on Oscar’s small card. Using Google, I found names of 
Oscar’s military organizations and learned where the units were moving in France.  One helpful 
book was the 516-page History of the 89th Division by George H. English, Jr., published in 1920.   
 I concentrated on the machine gun units in which Oscar served. His last assignment was the 
342nd Machine Gun Battalion of the 89th Division. When I found books that described activities of 
the 342nd MG Battalion, I was following Oscar, as he went into his last battle.   
 Trying to locate just one person in a war was not easy. Often I felt confused and overwhelmed. 
I filled notebooks with pages of notations, hoping to make sense of whatever I was finding.  
       As I continued the Search, I found through Google a site titled “Finding Your World War 
l Veteran at the National Archives at St. Louis” by Theresa Fitzgerald.  The site indicated that, in 
spite of the 1973 fire and loss of military records, there might be Burial Files saved for some soldiers. 
Through email to stl.archives@nara.gov, I contacted the St. Louis Archives. I was informed that 
Burial Files for my uncles did exist, so I requested copies and sent payment.  Arriving separately, 
the file for each uncle was over 40 pages. The content was not in order.  Included were reports, 
letters, telegrams and notes, many faded and difficult to read. These papers had been saved for 
someone who, someday, might want to explore the contents.  Here I was…ready to explore!    
 I read the pages over and over and kept discovering new details.  For the first time, I learned 
about Oscar’s wounds, where and when he died, and where he was temporarily buried. I learned 
how Oscar and Carl came all the way home, three years after they died. Like a puzzle, records in 
both Burial Files needed to be rearranged and combined.  
 Information describing the funeral ceremony in 1921 came from a newspaper article.  If 
details of the service had not been preserved, there would have been no memory of that final burial 
day. 
 The Search ended.  Pieces took shape, word by word. 
 Now two headstones, tall and proud, stand guard over the Story.  
 

mailto:stl.archives@nara.gov
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Finding Information about World War l Veterans 
by Linda Kidde 

 

To request copies of official military personnel records for World War l veterans: 
Google:  Standard Form 180.   
Print Form 180.  Answer the questions on the form. 
Send Form 180 to the NPCR address listed on the form:   
  National Personnel Records Center 
                     1 Archive Drive 
                       St. Louis, MO   63138 
You will receive a letter.  Response time is 4 – 6 weeks. 
Fire in 1973 destroyed many of the records. This will be indicated in the letter from NPCR. 
 

To receive World War l Burial Case Files: 
Email:  stl.archives@nara.gov 
 

To find out about World War l archives in St. Louis: 
Google:  The National Archives at St. Louis 

 

To find detailed information about the Archives and Burial Files: 
Google: Finding Your World War l Veteran at the National Archives at St. Louis, by Theresa 
Fitzgerald  

 
Announcement from Legacy  

 

Missed MyHeritage LIVE 2018? All 24 classes now available to view at 
FamilyTreeWebinars.com for free  
 

As you read here, here, here, here, here, and here, MyHeritage Live 2018 in Oslo was an incredible 
event! If you weren't one of the 400 in-person attendees or one of the 60,000+ live stream viewers, 
you can now view all 24 classes at www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com/mhlive2018 for FREE. 
 
 

Genealogy Search Tip of the Day     http://searchtip.genealogytipoftheday.com  
WayBack Machine      posted 11 Dec 2018 
If that website comes up “not found,” consider searching for that address/page at the Internet 
Archive‘s “WayBack Machine” at https://archive.org/web 

 

Kansas State Historical Society   posted 9 Dec 2018 
The Kansas State Historical Society has an extensive collection of online digital materials on their 
website at https://www.kshs.org/p/online-collections/18942 
 
FamilySearch is indicating the following databases have been updated:  posted 28 Nov 2018 
United States, Veterans Administration Master Index, 1917-1940  
Alabama County Marriages, 1809-1950 
California, County Marriages, 1850-1952       

Iowa, County Marriages, 1838-1934 
Minnesota, County Marriages, 1860-1949 
North Carolina, County Marriages, 1762-1979 
Texas, County Marriage Records, 1837-1965      
Texas, County Marriage Index, 1837-1977 
West Virginia Marriages, 1780-1970 
Wisconsin, County Marriages, 1836-1911 

 

https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2018/11/missed-myheritage-live-2018-all-24-classes-now-available-to-view-at-familytreewebinarscom.html
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2018/11/missed-myheritage-live-2018-all-24-classes-now-available-to-view-at-familytreewebinarscom.html
https://blog.myheritage.com/2018/11/first-ever-myheritage-live-conference-wraps-up-amazing-weekend-in-oslo/
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2018/11/myheritage-live-2018-day-1.html
https://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2018/11/myheritage-live-2018-day-2.html
https://blog.eogn.com/2018/11/06/myheritage-live-2018-conference-in-oslo-norway-was-a-success/
https://dna-explained.com/2018/11/04/myheritage-live-2018-day-1-photos-details-and-party/
https://dna-explained.com/2018/11/06/myheritage-live-conference-day-2-the-science-behind-dna-matching/
http://www.familytreewebinars.com/mhlive2018
http://searchtip.genealogytipoftheday.com/
https://archive.org/web
https://www.kshs.org/p/online-collections/18942
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1743384
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1804002
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1805551
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803974
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1726957
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803985
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803987
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1408729
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1803973
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NEHGS Weekly Genealogist 
Vol. 20, No. 51, December 26, 2018 

 

Spotlight: Durango, Colorado 
The city of Durango, established in 1880, is located in La Plata County, in the southwest corner of 
Colorado. It is the county seat. Animas City was founded in 1876, the year Colorado became a state. 
It was annexed by the city of Durango in 1948. 

Animas City Cemetery is La Plata County's oldest "community" cemetery, with the first burial likely 
taking place in 1877. The cemetery's online database of burials is sorted by the surname of the 
deceased. Click the link to view the record, which includes the deceased's name, date of birth (if 
known), and date of death. Genealogical and biographical information, photographs of the 
deceased, cause of death, removals, and military service may also be noted. Many records contain a 
photograph of the gravestone. The homepage provides a link to a slideshow of headstone photos. 

 
Future Genealogy Events 

Orange FamilySearch Library www.ocfamilyhistory.org (see calendar for research help) 
Jan 4, 2019 - 10-12:00 – Sue Naegeli – Gen. Research SIG – Sadlbck Room MV City Hall 
Jan 5, 2019 – OCCGS program  - Donna Railsback Braly  11am “Timelines”   
12:30  “Podcasts, Webinars, YouTube”   Huntington Beach Library  occgs.com 
Jan 12, 2019 - 10-11:30 – SHHAR – John Schmal – “Mexico’s Indigenous people”  Orange 
FHL     Info:  Shhar.net 
Jan 14, 2019 –England SIG – No Meeting in January 
Jan 16, 2019 – 10-12:00 – Gary Schwarz -  German SIG – Bill Price Rm. MV Library 
Jan 16, 2019 - 7-8pm – GSNOCC – Topic TBD     Yorba Linda Comm Center www.gsnocc.org 
Jan 17, 2019 - 10-12:00-Arlene O’Donnell - Beginning Genealogy Class – Bill Price Rm, 
MV Library   (Small class size – for reservation contact Arlene at silkberry@aol.com) 
Jan 17, 2019 – Legacy Users Group – No Meeting in January 
Jan 18, 2019 – 10:12:00 -  Ireland/Scotland SIG  - Location Change for January: 
Research Center MV Library – Meet in front of library by 10am 
Jan 22, 2019 – 10:12:00 -   Jim Thordahl – Writing Family Stories  - Sadlbck Rm 
Jan 22, 2019 – 9:30 – NSDCGS program – Jean Wilcox Hibben “ Up Close & 
Personal: Doing Online Research”   Carlsbad City Council Chambers   nsdcgs.org  
Jan 26, 2019 - 9-4pm - WAGS Seminar – John Philip Colletta    www.WAGSWhittier.org  
Jan 27, 2019 – 1:30pm – OCJGS program – Sharon Grosfeld Presents her Visits to 
Poland.  Temple Beth Sholom, Santa Ana     www.ocjgs.org  
Feb 1, 2019 – 10-12:00 - Sue Naegeli – Gen. Research SIG – Sadlbck Room MV City Hall 
Feb 23, 2019 - 9-4pm - Palm Springs Gen Society – Blaine Bettinger “Decoding Your 
DNA Seminar”   Information:  (760) 285-4728 
Feb 27-Mar 2, 2019 – Rootstech, Salt Lake City, Utah.   www.rootstech.org 
Mar 9, 2019 – OCCGS Genealogy Bash featuring Christa Cowan ”The Barefoot 
Genealogist”           http://occgs.com/mtg_event/bash/bash.html  

 

2019 Programs 
January 19 – Francie Kennedy – “Mapping our Ancestors” 
 

February 16 – Sara Cochran – “From a box in the Closet to a Treasured Family Heirloom: 
Organizing and Digitizing your Family Photos” 
 

March 16 – Gena Philibert-Ortega – TBD 
 

April 20 – Dr. Stephen Baird – TBD 
 

May 18 – Jane Neff Rollins – “Let No (Wo)man Put Asunder – Researching Ancestors Who 
Divorce” 

 

June 15 – Kristi Sexton – “Digging for Dirt in Cemeteries” 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017Az4GQQR9bC9oIr9nDWkPajgjWwbnBxoT4JzyOF0P6dpryZRF_YsXuRuCysCDaRri2VdyperGuppwq4u0SlH7MLI-mpkFEysbzEWhDBT_z0uo_Y5nsNkZ-fwkmTzGxVJhMXlSaDdKtqOOifgwQ0Kd0PaZvUm-LHVnYX9uq0mMoG9gasch31hVP4P965b_Qgo&c=64iTEAH0iVlLldh_8lDl6Yw0T-_sv5r2F97IgfY4PjmKWYUlh1jKcQ==&ch=OT1wjBOq7f4FXDslFFZtnUHZ5i9jPFYs6NzdzLYp3YCtGYITbx0YJw==
http://www.ocfamilyhistory.org/
http://www.gsnocc.org/
mailto:silkberry@aol.com
http://www.wagswhittier.org/
http://www.ocjgs.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
http://occgs.com/mtg_event/bash/bash.html
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2019 Programs (cont) 
July 20 – Kelli Bergheimer – “Online Tools to Organize & Collaborate with Your Cousins” 
 

SOCCGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President – Francie Kennedy  president@soccgs.org  
Vice President/Program Chairman – Arlene O’Donnell  vicepresident@soccgs.org  
Recording Secretary – Marilyn Sato  recordingsecretary@soccgs.org  
Corresponding Secretary – Roxanne Burg  correspondingsecretary@soccgs.org  
Treasurer – Bill Bluett   treasurer@soccgs.org  
 

COMMITTEES 
Historian – Cheryl Lyman   historian@soccgs.org       
Hospitality - Barbara Heebner   hospitality@soccgs.org  
Librarian - Judy Davin     librarian@soccgs.org  
Membership – Sue Naegeli    membership@soccgs.org    
Newsletter Editor – Kathie Mauzey   newsletter@soccgs.org   
Parliamentarian – David Flint   parliamentarian@soccgs.org  
Webmaster -  Harry Hansen   webmaster@soccgs.org  
Publicity – Gayle Meldau   publicity@soccgs.org 
Safari Chairman – Bill Bluett   safari@soccgs.org  
Seminar Chairman – Arlene O’Donnell   seminar@soccgs.org  
Ways & Means – Donna Rathman   waysandmeans@soccgs.org  
Extra Classes Coordinator – Melissa Cottrell   extraclasses@soccgs.org  
Activity Calendar –   PENDING 
 

SOCCGS Website: www.soccgs.org      

 
SOCCGS Research Center, located at the 

Mission Viejo Library, Marguerite Parkway at La Paz, (949) 470-8498 
SOCCGS E-mail: cmvgs@netzero.net 

 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Membership/Renewal Application 

 

  (  )  New          (  ) Individual, $20.00 /1 year      (  ) NEW Address or E-mail             

  (  )  Renewal      (  ) Joint Membership at same address, $25.00 / 1 year    

          Date__________________ 

  Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________      

  Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

  City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________________ Phone ______________ 

  E-mail Address _________________________________________  

 

  Make Check payable to:  SOCCGS 

  Mail check with application to:  SOCCGS, P.O. Box 4513, Mission Viejo, CA 92690-4513 

  

            I do not wish to share my personal information with other members.              12-2018 
 

mailto:president@soccgs.org
mailto:vicepresident@soccgs.org
mailto:recordingsecretary@soccgs.org
mailto:correspondingsecretary@soccgs.org
mailto:treasurer@soccgs.org
mailto:historian@soccgs.org
mailto:hospitality@soccgs.org
mailto:librarian@soccgs.org
mailto:membership@soccgs.org
mailto:newsletter@soccgs.org
mailto:parliamentarian@soccgs.org
mailto:webmaster@soccgs.org
mailto:safari@soccgs.org
mailto:seminar@soccgs.org
mailto:waysandmeans@soccgs.org
mailto:extraclasses@soccgs.org
http://www.soccgs.org/
mailto:cmvgs@netzero.net
https://www.facebook.com/pages/South-Orange.../567245949960695
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 OCCGS  

Orange County California 

Genealogical Society  

  

Proudly Presents  

A Day with Crista Cowen  

“The Barefoot Genealogist”  

 Saturday, March 9, 2019 
  

  

Crista will be presenting four exciting topics:  
  

• DNA and Ancestry - How to Utilize it   

• Ancestry Search Tips and Tricks  

• Finding and Sharing the Stories in Your Family 

Tree  

• Introduction to the Genealogical Professional 

Standards  
  
The presentations will be in the comfort of the Huntington 

Beach Central Library Theater.  Parking is free with a 

dedicated entrance.  
  
Visit our website, www.occgs.com, for details and online registration. For mail-in 

registration, please see reverse side of this flyer for detail.  

  

The Book Faire  
OCCGS maintains the 20,000+ book genealogy collection at the Huntington Beach Central 

Library. We receive donations on a weekly basis often containing duplicates that we sell at 

bargain prices once a year.  Come and build your personal library.  There will be over 1,000 

books and periodicals on sale.  There is NO fee to visit the Book Faire.  

  

Door Prize and Drawing Opportunities  
There will be many door prizes and drawing opportunities including prizes from sponsors as well 

as local businesses.  See our website for a complete list. 
 
  

http://www.occgs.com/
http://www.occgs.com/
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BASH Schedule 
8:00  Doors Open.  Registration. Book Faire Open  

9:00  Welcome & Information  

9:15  Session 1 – DNA and Ancestry – How to Utilize it  

10:15  Break  

10:45  Session 2 – Ancestry Search Tips and Tricks  

11:45  Lunch  

1:00  Session 3 – Finding and Sharing the Stories in Your Family Tree  

2:00  Break  

2:30  Session 4 – Introduction to the Genealogical Professional Standards  

3:30  Announcements and Adjournment  

  

Session Summaries:  
• Session 1 – DNA and Ancestry – How to Utilize it – After a brief review of the tools available on 

AncestryDNA, we will dive into the techniques used by professional genetic genealogists to discover the 
connections between you and your pages of AncestryDNA matches.  

• Session 2 – Ancestry Search Tips and Tricks – Ancestry currently has more than 16 billion records online 
and millions more are added every single day. We want to provide you with as many ways into those records 

as possible. Crista shares some of her favorite tips to make you a search pro and a true researcher  
• Session 3 – Finding and Sharing the Stories in Your Family Tree – Studies show that children who grow 

up knowing the stories of their family’s history (good or bad) are more resilient in the face of life’s challenges. 
There are stories in every family tree.  In this session we will learn easy ways to discover those stories.  

• Session 4 – Introduction to the Genealogical Professional Standards – Each of us must decide what 

information we are comfortable sharing publicly. At the same time, we have an obligation to ourselves, our 
family, and our ancestors to ensure that the family tree we build and put out there, is as accurate as possible. 

Join us to review the five steps of the Genealogical Proof Standard and learn how to apply them.  
 

Registration Form  
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name(s) (If registering for more than one person, please provide all names)        
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_  
Street Address         City                State   Zip  
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_  
Email Address                   Phone  

Registration Information  Quantity  Fee  Amount Paid  

OCCGS Members (deadline March 3rd)    $35.00    
Non-OCCGS Members (deadline March 3rd)    $40.00    
Late Registration - Everyone after March 3rd and at the door    $45.00    
Lunch - optional (make selection below) No orders after March 3rd    $12.00    
Please make check payable to OCCGS.  Mail to:   
OCCGS, Re:  BASH Registration, c/o Huntington Beach Central Library,  
7111 Talbert Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92648  

  
Total Paid:   $  
  
Your Check #:  

Lunch Choices: Make a selection for each lunch 
purchased. All selections include chips, fresh 
seasonal fruit and a freshly baked cookie.  

A. Smoked Turkey  
B. Smoked Ham  
C. Roast Beef  

Choice(s) (one for each lunch 

purchased):  

  

  
 


